Diocese of Brooklyn Churches and Rectories Closed
Two priests test positive for Coronavirus

The Diocese of Brooklyn has closed all churches in Brooklyn and Queens effective Noon today, Friday, March 20,
2020. The decision was made so to prevent the ever-present possibility of the virus spreading. All rectories were also
closed for business today at noon, and parish office business will continue by telephone only.

As a result of the closures, funerals, weddings, and baptisms will not be permitted in church. This is because limiting
them to 10 people is proving not to be feasible. Graveside services outdoors will be permitted, maintaining the
recommendations of the CDC regarding social distancing and at the discretion of the cemetery administration. A
memorial Mass for the deceased can be celebrated later. Weddings and baptisms will be postponed to a later date.

“We want to ensure that there cannot be any more possible exposure to the virus at one of our Churches in Brooklyn
and Queens. This was not an easy decision to make, however, the safety of our parishioners and our priests,
deacons, and religious and parish staff weigh heavily on my mind. Already, we have received word that two of our
priests have tested positive. With the celebration of Masses on NET-TV in different languages and live-streamed on
our website (dioceseofbrooklyn.org/masses), we can still experience a sense of solidarity that we feel at Church,
knowing we are all in this situation together. United in prayer to our Lord, He will guide us out of the desert,” said the
Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop of Brooklyn.

The Diocese is committed to serving the faithful in Brooklyn and Queens during this difficult time. While contact in
person is limited at this time, the pastors and priests at our parishes are available by phone and via social media to
help the faithful get through this trying time.

